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of thought can be introduced into the system of Indian
literatures, and this will be a very beneficial thing indeed.
But before proceeding further, I want to emphasize one
thing, and that is this: during the last two days, in all our
discussions, we have taken certain things for granted. Thus
we have assumed that there are certain values in life which
are there, values which are threatened from various sources;
that we must therefore counteract those forces, that we must
save these values, that we must preserve these values. We
have tacitly assumed further that humanity is a thing which
is endangered, which ought to be saved, which ought to be
preserved. \Ve have assumed, again, that civilization with
all its present limitations is nevertheless a thing which is
there, which is threatened, which ought to be somehow saved
and preserved. We have assumed, above all, that in India
our culture with all its complications and bewildering variety
is a thing which is really there, which is also threatened from
various sources, which ought to be saved and preserved at
any cost. That is the reason why the day before yesterday
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru so beautifully and with such re-
straint and wisdom introduced the discussion on the develop-
ment of the Indian literatures as a uniting force. That is the
reason why yesterday Sardar Panikkar made a plea for an
All-India Encyclopaedia, so that the dangers which seem to
threaten these values may be counteracted in time, so that
our civilization and culture may be saved and preserved, so
that the human personality may not be allowed to be crushed.
That is also the reason why this discussiorr on the interplay
and the circulation of thought in the modern Indian litera-
tures has been included in our programme.
I suppose I am expected to initiate a discussion as to
how best the interplay and circulation of thought in the
modern Indian literatures can be promoted, and promoted
fruitfully. Here, again, I want to emphasize one thing. The
medical metaphor is handy, being both useful and suggestive,
for literature can be compared, not inaptly, to the human
body. When I talk of myself, for instance, when I ask myself
this most crucial of questions "What am I?" various
answers are possible. The first answer would be: "I am
what I seem to be, what I appear to be with my coat and